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P ERASSHOPPER am o
GRASSHOPPER

i Grandmother and
ha;/ Z:itnz in grandfather are telling
tﬁere? stories Fgc;r;slthe olden

r Tell us No?
another story, Very well - have Well, pay
Grandf ather! you heard the story attention, then..

of Good and Bad
Grasshopper?




This is a story from Kayangel - Palau’s northern-most island.
As you know (or perhaps t;ou don't, if you haven't been paying
attention) Kayangel Island is divided into two parts.

And the other is
called Ngerdilong.

In Ngerdilong there lived a husband and
wi]ge who had never had any children.
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They named him
Kedung EL Chebud..
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To everyone's surprise, the ’!"

= wif'e became pregnant again..
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And she gave birth to
another baby boy,

This one was very argumentative...

So his father named him
Dengerenger el Chebud..

Which means “Bad Grasshopper".

dif ferent young men.
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They grew up to be very RAERN ¢ “\‘\»\\
roo
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And then, one dag.




| bring All of Palau
news from must come together
Ngirakederang to fight a war And eve
of Aimeliik! The time against Koror! young warrior

of peace is \ must ready
over! R = themselves!

My sons, as
ou pack to leave
{Bort e war, let me
give you some
advice...

Bah - what
do you know, old man?
You're all wrinkled and
Lame...

I'm ' I£ onl Tell me,
the young \\ \ b,f;:}?eg 323[(1 Father - perhaps |
warrior.. W listen.. can tell him,




When you go into | don't
battle, put ten baskets understand..
in your war canoe,

If the battle goes
badly and you have
to retreat, throw the
baskets out one-by-

one, facing down.

Believe
me: this advice
could save your
life!

The men of the village prepared .
the great war canoe Chercherol. If this war must be fought,

I then we will do our duty and bring
honour to the vil?age!
Farewell sisters! X
Farewell mothers!

Farewell fathers! We go to war!

- We go to warl
" ' We go to warl




Goodbye my
grasshoppers!
Be brave!

Bah!
- ask your brother to havleh;vesgrzl:ba-rlms.
tell you what | have told what m%re do I need?
him, Leadrq f rom my M The words of an old
advice! man: what are they
worth?

Please, my son

Fellow warriors - we go
to meet the men of Koror in battle! It

will be fierce, it will be deadl?! But do
your utmost! Fight well,
people of Palaul

There it joins with other war canoes.
~ | Soon a great war party is riding over
the waves, heading south for Koror.




AL through the Rock Islands,
the battle is fiercely fought..
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S | - but the warriors of Koror
are ready for them!




Ngirakederang, we
are overwhelmed! The
forces of Koror are
too strong!

We
must save as
many of our
warriors as we

can,

We
must
Retreat!

Let none
of our enemies
escape! Board the war
canoes! Hunt them

You are
Leave them, crazy - baskets

Rem,embe[' cannot save us
Father’s advice! now!

Quickly - Launch
Chercherol!
|f we row hard, we can
still get away,

out everything we
don't need - make
the canoe lighter
and it will be
faster!




There they go!
Don't let them
escape!

You will be
in range of my
spears any moment
now, fools from
Kayangel!

No
time to argue
- launch the

go! My canoe
is faster - | will
catch up with
them!

Exhausted from battle, the warriors

from Kayangel are no match for
the boy from Ngerbeched..

He's The
gaining on baskets...

Father's
advice...




What My brother
is crazy! Some stupid
advice our father
gave him!

are you
doing?




My brother Head for the
has gone mad! mangrove channels!
Leave him! We will lose our

pursuer there!




Good Grasshopper seeks refuge
with a young woman in the village
of Ngchesechang in fiirai state, |}
Yy ™

She hides him from the warriors of
Koror, searchir:(g for any remaining

survivors from Kayangel.

My brother... And
the others.. | am the
only one left alive!

7’

) AR N
Eventually, weary and saddened, ///
he borrows a small canoe and 4

starts the Long journey home. 7//
/ / .

Vi
g 7




7 P N ———
ﬁnd back in Ngerdilo <

face the truth - the
war has claimed both
your sons, None of the
warriors who have
returned have seen
either of them.
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Grasshopper
is still alFi’\fe. |
know it.

Look!
A canoe!

Look -
your advice

saved my life,
{-‘athgr.F

If | had not Listened to
you, | would be as dead as
Bad Grasshopper.

good son - he will
have followed my
advice and been
saved. |, too, know
he is alive.




w and the great war
canoe Chercherol was
left where it sank in the
mangroves at Ngetechebud
- where it still rests to this
day.

Um..
eah,
Thanks!

Grab a

basket and help

bring that taro
into the house!

Well, it's
getting late -
you kids better
head home.

Thank you for the
stories Grandf ather!

Forget that -
come with us! We're
heading down to the

dock for abit of
fun!




Come on, son
- that's not a Listen to
good idea.. me: They're
trouble!

Sometimes advice from our parents and elders can be annoying. But they speak
from years of experience. They give us advice because they love us and want us to
stay safe in a world that can be really dangerous sometimes.

Listening to them isn't boring - it's the smart thing to do.

So, man - what

about it? fire you

ditching the old
folks and coming
with us?

w I've decided I'm the
Good Grasshopper!




Jirsd  RESPECT

In traditional Palauan culture, Respect is one of the fundamental principles
and components of education,

Respect s the act of showing honor and esteem to others. Respect
for one's parents and one’s community is at the heart of
Palauan culture. Respect is the foundation for Palauan
understanding of character and good personality. It is
also the foundation of the other seven components
of traditional education: Responsibility, Occupation,
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RESPON:

CHELBULEL A BLAI

Obedience Kindness & Perseverance, Visits to Kin ME A BELUU
& Others, Humility & Verbal Conduct, Care NEEDSVOF FAMILY ¢
ILLAGE

& Compassion, and the Needs of Family and
Village. While these may seem old-f ashioned,
and from a time long ago, they are stil
relevant to how we live in the modern world
today.
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KLECHUBECHUB ME
A ULEKERREU

CARE & COMPASSION

Traditionally, children would learn from their
family. As they grew up and began to leave
the home, so they would join small clubs and
learn new skills. Today, of course, they also
learn at schools and colleges. Story-telling has
always been an important part of this learning
process, and has always been used as a teaching
technique. Elders would teach respect and proper
conduct by telling stories that had moral messages. But
the wider community also enjoyed listening to and telling
stories. Through such stories used in traditional education,
children learned what they should and should not do to help the
community stay healthy and peaceful. But whether in the home or in
a club or in a school, respect has always been the most important thing a
person can learn,

KLENGARIOU
EL RENG ME A
OMELEKOI

HUMILITY ¢ VERBAL
CoNducT

The story of Good Grasshopper and Bad Grasshopper is about Respect: about honoring
and esteeming those who have more knowledge and experience than ourselves. It is about
understanding that by doing the right and respectful thing, we benefit from that knowledge
and experience.

From: “The Traditional Education System of Palau" by the Palau
Society of Historians and the Bureau of' Arts and Culture, 2006




